
In this course educators will learn how to administer the Primary Spelling Inventory, and
analyze the findings. They will also be able to understand how to use the assessment
results in their instruction. 
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Administering the Primary Spelling Inventory



You may have already learned how to use the Primary Spelling Inventory, or been introduced it. Whether

you are a seasoned professional or new to this tool, taking inventory of your understanding of the

assessments is a great place to start. Do your best on each question. If you are unsure about an answer,

make an educated guess.
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Question

01/06

What is the purpose of the Primary Spelling Inventory? 

To place students into reading groups

To assess the word knowledge students have to bring to the tasks of
reading and writing

To identify students who need extra support 



Question

02/06

When should you administer the Primary Spelling Inventory? 

At the end of the school year

At the beginning of the school year

When you feel like it

Multiple times a year, as your students develop and grow



Question

03/06

You should only administer the assessment in very small groups of 23 students. 

True

False



Question

04/06

Students are graded on how many words they spell correctly.

True

False



Question

05/06

You should encourage students to do their best spelling, and to not stress about

perfection. 

True

False



Question

06/06

The assessment can be used to assist you in differentiating your lessons.

True

False



Materials You'll Need
The first thing you should do when you are preparing to administer the Primary Inventory

Assessment is to prepare your materials. You will need items for yourself and for your students.

Check out the slides below to see exactly what materials you'll use. 

Lesson 2 of 6

Dionne L.

Preparing Your Materials

Someone holding colorful
pencils

Various school supplies
spread across a desk



Spelling List

Ensure you have the correct spelling list. There are three different inventories that you can

use when doing this inventory. We are focusing on the Primary Spelling Inventory. Here is an

image of what that assessment looks like. 

00:23



Spelling Inventory Analysis

The Spelling Inventory Feature Guide helps you to identify the strengths and ares of

improvement that your students have. This tool breaks down the various phonetic

developmental stages of development. It starts with the simpler "CVC" words and

progresses to more complex words endings and such. 

Step 1

00:53



Pencils, Paper, and Privacy

Each student will need their own paper, pencil and private space to complete the

assessment. 

Step 2

01:28



Next Steps

Now that you have prepared the necessary tools for the assessment, it is time to schedule

the time and manner in which you will administer the assessment. 

00:24



The Test
As you prepare your students for the test, there are a few best practices to take note of. 
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Classroom Setup

Whether you have desks or tables, ensure that the students are spread apart so they can

have privacy and space to think. 

00:22



Walk Around

Walking around the classroom as you administer the test increases student accountability.

This is important to foster an environment that is conducive to academic integrity. Proximity

more often than not, increases academic integrity. 

Step 1

00:40



Reading the Words

You should use a slow, steady, and clear voice as you are reading the words and sentences

on the test. 

Step 2



Test Review

When you finish reading all the words, you should repeat all the words in order to double

check for completion. Some students might have accidentally skipped a line, and may need

a quick overview of all the words. 

00:39



Analyzing the Results 
There is a very specific way to analyze the results from the assessment. Take a look at the video

below to learn how to use the Primary Spelling Inventory analysis tool. 
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Analyzing the Results

YOUTUBE

Primary Spelling Inventory Scoring Walk-Through
VIEW ON YOUTUBE 

https://www.youtube.com/
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FCqtoZG5mfTI%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DCqtoZG5mfTI&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FCqtoZG5mfTI%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube
https://cdn.embedly.com/widgets/media.html?src=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fembed%2FCqtoZG5mfTI%3Ffeature%3Doembed&display_name=YouTube&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.youtube.com%2Fwatch%3Fv%3DCqtoZG5mfTI&image=https%3A%2F%2Fi.ytimg.com%2Fvi%2FCqtoZG5mfTI%2Fhqdefault.jpg&key=40cb30655a7f4a46adaaf18efb05db21&type=text%2Fhtml&schema=youtube




Planning for Instruction 
After you've administered and analyzed all the student tests, you now have data that you can

use to plan for instruction. What is so powerful about Words Their Way and the Primary Spelling

Inventory is that it is completely differentiated. Differentiation in the classroom ensures that

every students gets what they need, when they need it. 
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Teacher reading to two young students. 



Grouping Students

Once you complete the assessment and analysis, you will group the students according to

their results. Students will be introduced to different spelling lists depending on their needs.

Each group will meet weekly or bi-weekly to learn the new words, and then interact with

them through a variety of activities throughout the week. This is in addition to the chosen

reading and writing curriculum. Ideally this would be completed while students are in

literacy centers or rotations. This is apart of the overall literacy instruction.  

01:14



Activities

You should have a set schedule in your classroom for when the students will work with their

words. This can look different from classroom to classroom, but it is important that you do

establish a schedule.  

Step 1

01:21



Completing a List

After your students have engaged with a list for a week or two, they will have a test, and

then 'close-out' the list by gluing the lists down in their word study journals according to the

word pattern groupings. 

Step 2

01:17



Before Assessment
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Quiz

Print the spelling list Explain the test to students

Explain the directions to

students

Prepare the classroom for the

test

Make a copy of the spelling

analysis tool for each

student's test



During Assessment

After Assessment

Walk around the classroom
Clearly read the words to the

students

Clearly read the sentence to

the students

Review all the words with the

students



Collect all tests
Ensure that the students put

their names on the the test

Analyze each test using the

feature analysis tool

Group the students by stages

and assign different lists

Set a schedule for word study

work

Provide options for word

study activities

Allow students "close-out"

lists by gluing them into their

journals


